REPORTS ON CONTROL OF POLLUTION
Mizoram Pollution Control Board had no technical staff for a number of years since its inception in the year 1989 and it was only since June 2003, the Board was manpowered with the eight technical staff sanctioned by the Ministry during 10th Plan. Since then a number of activities was initiated by the Board and various technical functions assigned to it have been undertaken. In fact, all the technical activities and functions of the Board today are completely assigned to the above 8 staff. 
Following are the achievements made on assessment and control of Pollution during the last 10th Five Year Plan.

1. Consent Management:


Under Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 and Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, Consent Management for industries was started by the Mizoram Pollution Control Board since September, 2003. After approval of the 'Categorization of Industries for Consent Management' by Mizoram Pollution Control Board in its 31st meeting on 12.9.2003, the matter was pursued in full swing. The process of granting consent involves checking and evaluation of application received in a prescribed form, spot verification, and issue of certificates to consented industries and maintenance of a separate register for record of the status. There are about 276 units consented during the last 10th Plan. Number of industries consented under Red category are 20 and that of Orange category are 146 while that of Green 'A' category are 69. Under Green 'B' and Non- polluting category there are about 39 units. Consented industries are periodically verified at the spot for compliance of guidelines as well as for evaluation of performance on installation of pollution control devices. Bairabi Thermal Power Plant, an undertaking of Power & Electricity is an example of such kind for which joint monitoring was carried out with Ministry of Environment & Forests, Govt. of India and Central Pollution Control Board. Meanwhile, cases of public complaints are increasing in numbers with more creation of awareness for which site inspection are always carried out before any action is taken. There are about 65 such cases since 2003. 
2. Air Quality Monitoring:

Despite the pressing need, the Board could not initiate the work of air quality monitoring due to lack of technical personnel and fund for a long time. As sanctioned by Central Pollution Control Board, Mizoram Pollution Control Board had finally established Air Monitoring Stations at three locations within Aizawl city under National Ambient Air Monitoring Programme (N.A.M.P) and initiated air quality monitoring from these three stations since June 2005. Air Monitoring is now performed on regular basis since then with the recommended frequency of 2 times a week. Monthly data is furnished regularly to CPCB from the month of July 2005 onwards. Online data submission is also done regularly through EDB .

3. Water Quality Monitoring:
Under National Water Monitoring Programme, CPCB has awarded the work of Water Quality Monitoring for 6 stations to Mizoram Pollution Control Board following which 6 water monitoring stations were established by the Board at the locations below:
1. River Tlawng upstream, Aizawl.

2. River Tlawng Downstream, Aizawl.

3. River Tuirial Upper Catchment

4. River Tuirial Lower Catchment

5. Ramhlun North Tuikhur (Ground Water) 

6. Mission Vengthlang Tuikhur (Ground Water)
The work of Water Monitoring at the above six stations was taken up since June, 2005 on quarterly basis as recommended by CPCB. However, due to lack of instruments, all the parameters proposed by Central Pollution Control Board to be monitored could not be done at present. Out of the total 22 proposed parameters, only about 15 parameters are taken up at present. Now, the Board is gearing itself up to upgrade the laboratory of the Board to 'C' grade and procuring instruments with the financial assistance received from the Ministry for the same. It is expected that all the recommended parameters shall be taken up shortly.

Regular data submission in hard copies as well as through EDB is maintained by the Board.

4. Bio- Monitoring of important Perennial Rivers of Mizoram:
In acceptance of the project proposal of Mizoram Pollution Control Board, the Ministry had sanctioned the project on Bio Mapping of Important Perennial Rivers of Mizoram of the following:

1. River Tlawng 

2. River Tuirial

3. River Tuivawl

4. River Tiau

5. River Chhimtuipui

6. River Khawthlangtuipui
The project was initiated under the guidance of Mrs Pratima Akolkar, Sc 'C', Central Pollution Control Board who imparted training on Bio- Monitoring to the technical staff of Mizoram Pollution Control Board during 19th - 23 rd February 2005 at Aizawl. Since then, quarterly Bio-monitoring of these selected rivers have been taken up and the Report is expected shortly.
5. Mass Awareness Campaign:


The Board submitted a proposal for 'Mass Awareness Campaign in All India Radio and Doordarshan Kendra, Aizawl' vide letter No. E. 55055/Acctsl7/2003-MPCB​- II/154-157. The proposal was accepted by the Central Board vide letter.F.No.B​11012/2/PCPI2004/20332 dt. 23.11.04 and an MoU containing the total project cost of Rs. 5,52,432.00 was signed on 28.9.2004 by Central Pollution Control Board and Mizoram Pollution Control Board out of which Rs 2,26,216 was released as first installment.

With the release of first installment, the Board had prepared Video CD and Audio CD as campaign material on Air Pollution, water pollution, noise pollution, battery management, solid wastes management and general information on environment. Initially 240 slots have been booked for six months which have been broadcasted and telecasted since November 2005.


In addition to the above programme stated above, the Board has also been organizing awareness campaign programme involving govt. functionaries, NGOs, school children and public from time to time.

6. Vehicular Emission:
Earlier, the authorized testing agency in the state was the Transport department. But, the department due to lack of expertise and other reasons could not implement the job. As the Board is now manpowered with the technical qualified staff, it is considered well capable and as such, vide letter No.D.21017/98/TRP (MVW)/Pt dt 10.12.04, the govt. handed over the job to the Board which is now the only authorized testing agency in the state. The Board since then is gearing itself up to start the testing of vehicular emissions, however, due to lack of fund for procuring instruments, the work could not be started sooner. Proposal for procurement of necessary equipments like Auto Exhaust-Co-HC Analyser for Petrol Engine emission and Smoke Meter for Diesel Emission is submitted to the CPCB & the MoEF vide letter No: E.55055/ Accts/ 7/2003-MPCB​-II/190 dated 24.2.2005. The Board therefore awaits the sanction of the project after which testing of vehicular starting from government vehicles would be taken up in full swing.

7. Activities performed under various Rules:

1)Manufacture, Storage & Import of Hazardous Waste (Management &Handling) Rules, 1989; Amend, 2000 : 


 The MPCB carried out Inventory of hazardous wastes units in Mizoram wherein it has been found that hardly any industry worth thinking in terms of Hazardous Wastes exists. Units associated with the use or generations of the hazardous chemicals are taken care of under Air Act and Water Act and are granted consent with specific conditions for wastes disposal.

2) Municipal Solid Waste (Management & handling) Rules,2000:

In Mizoram, solid waste management is being handled by Local Administration Department and Trade & Commerce Department. The Local Administration Department takes up the collection of Municipal Solid Waste in Aizawl City while Trade & Commerce Department separately collect waste from meat and vegetable market places. Wastes collected are simply dumped at the municipal dumping site, about 20 Km away from the city and are occasionally burnt openly which is against the provision of the MSW Rule, 2000.

For effective implementation of the Municipal Solid Waste (Management & Handling) Rules, 2000, the Board has been making efforts to improve the present system of waste disposal by advising and interacting with the concerned above departments. Local Administration Department and Trade & Commerce Department were advised to obtain Authorisation from Mizoram Pollution Control Board as per the provisions of the Rules vide Mizoram Pollution Control Board letter No.H.88088/PoltnI18/97-MPCB dt.23.9.2003 and even No.dt.19.1.2004. Both departments in response to this have submitted their application for Consent/authorization and were granted N.O.C by MPCB.

Moreover, following Central Pollution Control Board’s letter No.B​19028/2/PCP/2004118459 dt.25.l0.2004, the Board had prepared draft time bound Action Plan which was sent to the Local Administration Department and Public Health Engineering Department for more inputs and finalization. Public Health Engineering Department had prepared final Action Plan which was sent to CPCB for further action vide Mizoram Pollution Control Board’s letter No.H.88088/Poltn/32/04-MPCB/302 dt.31.01.2005.
In compliance of Hon'ble Supreme Court's Order, dated October 4,2004 and July 26 2004 in the matter of Writ Petition (Civil) No.888 of 1996, Mizoram Pollution Control Board has filed an affidavit on 9.2.2005. Following the above Court's Order dated 4.1 0.2004, the Central Pollution Control Board has initiated a scheme on setting up of demonstration Project for Solid Waste Management. Under this scheme, Public Health Engineering Department submitted Detailed Project Report (DPR) for Aizawl City for funding from competent authority.


(3) The Batteries (Management & Handling) Rules, 2001:


In Mizoram, the implementation of the Batteries (Management & Handling) Rules, 2001 could not be done effectively as foreign made batteries are locally available in the market at lower prices, thereby, increasing number of unauthorized sellers.

However, Mizoram Pollution Control Board has been taking great efforts for effective implementation of the Rules as far as practicable by carrying out inventory of Lead Acid Battery dealers /sellers all over the city of Aizawl. From this, it was observed that there are about 33 dealers / sellers amongst whom, there are only three authorized dealers while the rest are unauthorized and sell mostly foreign made batteries which could be purchased at lower prices.



As part of the awareness campaign, copies of the Batteries (Management &Handling) Rules, 2001 Rules were given to all dealers/ sellers. While delivering the Rules, adverse consequences of lead acid batteries and duties/provisions of the Rules to be complied by them were made known to them. The Board has even requested them to fill up relevant forms as per the provisions of the Rules and submit the annual compliance status report to Mizoram Pollution Control Board.
The Board also tried to create awareness at the government level and requested all heads of department to examine and comply with the rules sent to them. Moreover, as there is no manufacturer or recycler of batteries, the Board decided to enforce the buy back policy from the authorized dealers. In this regard, the Board has written to Amco Battery Limited, Chennai, Calcutta Industries Limited. Exide House, Kolkata, Motor Industry Co. Limited, Bangalore to provide a list of authorized dealer in Mizoram and their compliance status with rule 7(iv).


(4) The Recycled Plastics (Manufacturing & Usage) Rules, 1999:

Regarding use, collection, segregation, transportation and disposal of plastics, the prescribed authority i.e., Deputy Commissioners of Districts of Mizoram have been intimated by the Mizoram Pollution Control Board to enforce Recycled Plastics (Manufacturing & Usage) Rules, 1999.Besides, the Board had also written to all Deputy Commissioners regarding their responsibility on pollution control especially in management of plastics and solid waste.

In response to this, the Deputy Commissioner of Kolasib District has notified an order imposing ban on the use of recycled plastic and coloured polythene within Kolasib District vide order No. J.32019/1/2004-DC(K)/67 dated 16th May 2005. Meanwhile, the Board has been attempting to create awareness amongst general public by publishing pamphlets highlighting the ill-effects of use of polythene bags. The Board also organized television and radio talks and discussions, and 'even published articles related to plastics in newspapers. At the same time, NGO's are also coordinated in spreading awareness for discarding used polythene bags. Meetings on the subject were held and pamphlet regarding the ill-effects of use of polythene and littering of plastic wastes was also jointly issued by the Mizoram Pollution Control Board and Central YMA, largest NGO in Mizoram.

The Board has also issued notification prior to Mizoram State Assembly Election 2003, to all political parties requesting them to dispose properly all the election campaigning materials made of plastics.

(5) Bio - Medical Waste Management (Management & Handling Rules),1998:

Judging by the Bio-Medical Wastes (Management & Handling) Rules 1998, the overall management of Bio-Medical Wastes in Mizoram has not attained satisfactory achievement. However, the Mizoram Pollution Control Board is taking up necessary steps for the implementation of the said Rules and it has been informing the concerned institutions time and again to comply with the Rules.




Inventory of healthcare facilities treating outdoor patients was carried out by the Board in Aizawl and they were informed to apply for Authorisation. So far, five healthcare units have applied for authorization which is under process. All these health care units were found to be treating less than 1,000 patients per month. Five (5) applications for authorization have been received by the Board from Hospitals and Nursing Homes treating indoor patients out of which four (4) have been granted.

At present, there is no scientific management and disposal of Bio-medical Wastes as prescribed by the Rules. However, installation of Incinerator at Aizawl by Health Department was completed, which is expected to be in operation soon. Installation of incinerator at Lunglei is also under process. Meanwhile, the Board as decided in its meeting has been requesting government hospitals to adopt deep burial system in order to improve the management system in all primary health centres.

Authorisation fee structure under Bio-Medical Waste (Management & Handling) Rules, 1998 has been approved by the Govt. of Mizoram vide notification No.B.1lOl3/12/2000-FST dt.13.11.2003

II.  MAJOR THRUSTS PROPOSED FOR A PERIOD OF NEXT FIVE YEAR 



(11th PLAN PERIOD)
1. The following activities performed during 10th Plan shall be continued vigorously and 
more extensively:

1) Industrial Consent Management


2) Water Quality Monitoring under N.W.M.P


3) Air Quality Monitoring of Aizawl city under N.A.M.P


4) Bio-monitoring of perennial rivers of Mizoram 

5) Mass Awareness Campaign through DDK, A.I.R, Electronic and Print media etc.


 Publication of  Quarterly News Magazine, National Green Corps Programme etc.

6) Implementation of various Rules of the following 

i)Manufacture, Storage & Import of Hazardous Waste (Management &Handling) 


Rules, 1989

ii)Municipal Solid Waste (Management & handling) Rules,2000


iii)The Batteries (Management & Handling) Rules, 2001


iv)The Recycled Plastics (Manufacturing & Usage) Rules, 1999


v)Bio - Medical Waste Management (Management & Handling Rules),1998
 
7) Vehicular Emission testing

2. Implementation of various Projects sanctioned by the Ministry vide letter No. F.No.B


11012/22/PCP/06-07 
dt.18.05.07 :

1) Inventorization of industries and streamlining of consent and cess management:

    Intensive Inventorization of  all the existing industries within whole of the state and to 
  
    identify defaulting units for taking necessary actions and to streamline consent management 
    
    and to investigate public complaints with regard to pollution.


2) Water Quality Assessment :

 To identify water sources existing within the state and to assess water quality of major rivers, 
  lakes, streams and underground water on quarterly basis.

3) Noise Level Assessment:

 Regular noise level assessment at various locations of Aizawl city and to identify noise 
 
 pollution sources.

4) Mass Awareness Programme:

    Organizing mass awareness campaigns on pollution and its adverse effect among all sections 
  
    of society including school children  in the form of publications, public meeting,competitions 
    among school children and lectures/seminars etc.

5) Management of Urban waste:

    Inventory of municipal, biomedical waste generation, preparation of DPR for common 

    Biomedical Waste Treatment Facility, Model facility for MSW and awareness campaign on 
   
    plastic waste management etc.

6) Air Quality Assessment during jhum season:


 To study the effect of devastating jhum burning on air quality.
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No.E.55055/Accts/7/07-MPCB

:
     Dated Aizawl, the 25th June 2007

To,


Shri A.B.Akolkar,


Additional Director & I/C PCP Division,


Central Pollution Control Board,


Parivesh Bhawan, C.B.D.Cum-Office Complex,


East Arjun Nagar, Shahdara,


Delhi- 110032

Subj.:
Progress made on the scheme sanctioned by MoEF for recruitment of scientific and technical staff during 10th Plan-reg.
Ref.:
Your letter F.No.b-17011/5/PCP/2007 dated 21.06.07

Sir,


With reference to your letter No. and the subject cited above, I am submitting herewith the requisite information with respect to Mizoram Pollution Control Board as per your enclosed format for your kind information and further necessary action. 









       Yours faithfully,
Enclo: As above.









  (C.LALDUHAWMA)








      Member Secretary

     Mizoram Pollution Control Board
